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Metastatic neuroendocrine carcinoma in the skin
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euroendocrine tumors arise from neuroendocrine cells, and are relatively uncommon. These tumors are grouped into a relatively

broad class of malignancies due to their inherent ability to synthesize and secrete peptide hormones. Cutaneous metastases
secondary to neuroendocrine tumors are rare. Herein we report a case of a 75-year-old woman who presents with a rare cutaneous
metastatic disease. She presented to our clinic with a 1-year history of an enlarging asymptomatic lesion on her left anterior shoulder.
Four years previously she had been diagnosed with metastatic low-grade neuroendocrine carcinoma of unknown primary, with
metastases to liver, lung and bone. The patient had no personal history of skin cancer. Physical examination revealed an 8-mm,
well-demarcated, dome shaped, erythematous nodule with a smooth surface and speckled black pigmentation at its center. (Fig. 1)
Histology demonstrated multiple nodular dermal aggregates of cells with atypical small round nuclei and scant cytoplasm. (Fig. 2)
Immunohistochemical studies showed that the tumor cells stained strongly positive for chromogranin A and synaptophysin, but
stained negative for cytokeratin 20. The patient started palliative chemo-radiation therapy and passed away soon after.
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