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The state of freshwater aquaculture in New Zealand primarily with eels, whitebait and 2 species of carp is summarised and 
it’s potential to fulfill the Government’s goal of establishing a $1 billion aquaculture industry by 2025 is reviewed. The pros 

and cons of the range of species with commercial potential are presented and the lack of progress in fish farm development 
is questioned. The main impediment is related to governmental procrastination in making necessary changes to legislation 
that will allow or encourage the development of a land based aquaculture industry; the industry that Government claims to 
support. The complex raft of permissions and consents required for holding, transporting, processing and selling fish and 
all those required for using land, establishing farm infrastructure and taking and discharging water are discussed along with 
their costs. The difficulties of coping with natural problems such as weather, climate, disease in a monoculture, predation, 
siltation and maintaining water quality in rural areas are highlighted. Also, commercial aspects of establishing sufficient stock, 
meeting predictable demand, marketing to establish a viable commercial demand and financing the lead time-several years-
to build stock numbers are all addressed along with the onerous task of meeting the Government’s monitoring and reporting 
requirements. The Crown’s responsibilities for both environmental protection and preserving the rights of public access and 
use are discussed in relation to the current restrictive licensing tenure of all land based fish farms and the alternatives required 
to promote aquaculture are considered.
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