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Undaria pinnatifida is an invasive seaweed species that was accidentally introduced to New Zealand in the 1980s by 
international shipping. It has been classified as an unwanted organism by Biosecurity NZ and has heavily infested mussel 

farms throughout New Zealand. Native to the cold-temperate coasts of Japan, Korea and China, U. pinnatifida is farmed 
extensively in Asia and generates in excess of US $2 billion per annum primarily through sales as a human food. In 2009 in 
recognition of the fact that this seaweed had already heavily infested some areas and that it has considerable financial value, 
Biosecurity NZ changed the regulations to allow harvest of U. pinnatifida from artificial structures and farming in some areas. 
Implications of this will be discussed.
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