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Cassava is increasingly being cultivated for much more than food in Nigeria. Industrial utilization of cassava for starch, 
ethanol and flour is on the increase in the major production belts across the country. This industrial cassava utilization 

trend can be seen as one of the benefits-outcomes of the many initiatives in the last two decades which aimed at further exploring 
the crop beyond its staple potentials. As a country facing persistent energy challenges, Nigeria can derive some succors from 
the production of cassava for energy. There exists opportunity for producing ethanol to meet the set target for petrol-ethanol 
blending. This paper explores the present and future potentials of stimulating the production of cassava as an energy crop. The 
paper attempts to answer the questions relating what are the advantages and disadvantages of promoting the production of 
cassava as an energy crop. To answer the questions of this research, data were sourced from the secondary sources, including 
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) production statistics. The estimation of the potential derivable biofuels from 
cassava is based on the ethanol yield given by Mekonnen and Hoekstra. Nigeria can derive upto 9.23 million cubic meters of 
ethanol from cassava based on the current production. As Nigeria is setting the stage for boosting agricultural production 
towards diversifying and stimulating the economy, the country must pay more attention to cassava as a crucial focal crop. The 
paper presents recommendations for exploiting the potentials of cassava as an energy crop. 
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