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Traditional or modern bioenergy: Which developing countries can mostly benefit?
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Nearly half of the renewable energy used worldwide is still in the form of unsustainable traditional biomass, bringing great
problems to the users and to local environment. Among them the main identified problems are: time consumed in its gathering,
transport and final use; associated problems derived from inefficient cooking operation; and environmental problems regarding
deforestation and impoverishment of soil. The paper discuss the advantages of using modern biomass, both in agriculture, conversion
and final use, in an attempt to improve quality of life of users, the environment and also the socio-economic scenario, particularly in
the developing countries. The paper also comments the apparent paradox of suggesting modern bioenergy in less developed countries
where food security is a big concern. The thesis here is that sustainable bioenergy production may bring more efficiency to agriculture
which will also result in more benefits to food security, as observed in countries like Brazil in the last 40 years of its main bioenergy
program. Therefore, contrarily to what many researchers believe, modern bioenergy presents the essential features to meet needs of
developing countries improving both food and fuel securities.
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