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Background: The world is now under human pandemic threat by avian influenza viruses. As the human, animal and the 
environment interact closely from the dawn of the civilization, human health is tremendously influenced by animal health 
and their health issues. Like other countries, Bangladesh has also reported human cases of avian influenza subtype H1N1, H3, 
H5N1 and H9N2 across the country. 
Surveillance program in Bangladesh: Influenza surveillance is being conducted since 2007 in 12 hospitals covering 
administrative divisions of the country in collaboration with IEDCR and ICDDR’B. National Influenza Surveillance, 
Bangladesh (NISB) started operating from April 2010 in 14 district hospitals under direct supervision of IEDCR. The National 
Rapid Response Team (NRRT) is under 7/24 alert and conducting investigation of reported cases of any suspected Influenza. 
IEDCR is also responsible for overall coordination and subsequent report preparation periodically.
Avian and pandemic preparedness plan of Bangladesh: There is a National Avian Influenza and Human Pandemic 
Influenza Preparedness and Response Plan in Bangladesh to prevent and control avian and human pandemic influenza. The 
preparedness plan encompasses strategy development including planning & coordination, surveillance, prevention & control, 
risk communication and operational research. The plan offers different strategies for different scenarios (whether Bangladesh 
is affected or not) involving both human and avian health through multi sectoral collaborative approach.
Lesson learned: The best way to prevent infection with avian influenza viruses is to avoid sources of exposure i.e. direct 
or close contact with infected poultry. Frequent hand wash with soap-water, maintenance of hygiene and infection control 
measures can prevent influenza virus infection.
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