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Hepatitis C virus (HCV) is the etiological agent of life threating liver infection, leading to millions of death worldwide. Globally
approximately 200 million individuals have been infected from HCV which constitute about 3.3% of the world population. The
current study aimed to investigate the incidence of HCV infection in general population of district Swat, and to find the associated
risk factors. The study was approved from the authorities and a written consent was signed from each participant of the study. A
total 500 blood samples (n=500) were collected randomly from the general population of Swat region during November 2015 to
June 2016. The blood samples were screened through immuno chromatographic strip for serological analysis of HCV antibodies.
The overall incidence of HCV was 11.4% in the studied population. The incidence of HCV was higher in males (79%) than females
(21%). We also found that the rate of infection was high in age group of less than 40 which was 77.6% and least in the age group >40
years of age which was 22.4% (P value <0.05,0dds ratio (OR)=1.9). Furthermore the sero incidence of hepatitis was also reported
which was varying with time. The rate of incidence was different in each month. In November the incidence rate of HCV was 31.4%,
in December 7.8%, January 12.6%, February 7%, March 10.1%, April 14.9%, May 9.2 and in June 5.1%. Our findings concluded the
high incidence rate of HCV infection in Swat region. The study recommends more studies on such aspects in other areas and other
viral diseases for their prevention.
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