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DESCRIPTION

Dental implantation is a surgical procedure used to replace
missing or damaged teeth with artificial teeth that look, feel, and
function like natural teeth. It is a popular and effective solution
for those who have lost teeth due to injury, decay, or other
reasons. In this article, we will discuss what dental implantation
is, how it is performed, its benefits, and its potential risks.

Dental implantation is a surgical procedure that involves
inserting an artificial tooth root, typically made of titanium, into
the jawbone. Once the implant is inserted, a prosthetic tooth is
attached to it, creating a permanent replacement for a missing
tooth. The implant serves as an anchor for the prosthetic tooth,
providing a stable and secure foundation for chewing and
speaking. Dental implantation is a multi-step process that
typically requires several visits to the dentist or oral surgeon.

Consultation and evaluation

The first step in the dental implantation process is a
consultation with a dentist or oral surgeon. During this visit, the
dentist will evaluate the patient's dental health and determine
whether they are a good candidate for dental implants. The
dentist will also take X-rays and impressions of the patient's teeth
and jawbone to create a treatment plan.

Implant placement

Once the treatment plan is developed, the dentist or oral
surgeon will perform the implant placement surgery. During this
procedure, the dentist will create a small incision in the gum
tissue and insert the implant into the jawbone. The implant is
then covered with gum tissue and left to heal for several months.

Abutment placement

Once the implant has healed and fused with the jawbone, the
dentist will perform a second surgery to attach an abutment to
the implant. The abutment is a small connector that attaches to
the implant and provides a stable base for the prosthetic tooth.

Prosthetic tooth placement

Finally, the dentist will attach a prosthetic tooth to the
abutment, completing the dental implantation process. The
prosthetic tooth is custom-made to match the patient's existing
teeth, ensuring a natural looking and functional replacement
tooth.

Benefits of dental implantation

Dental implantation offers numerous benefits for those who
have lost teeth, including:

¢ Improved appearance: Dental implants look and feel like
natural teeth, providing a seamless and attractive replacement
for missing teeth.

¢ Improved function: Dental implants provide a stable and
secure foundation for chewing and speaking, allowing patients
to eat and speak normally.

* Durability: Dental implants are designed to last for many years
and can often last a lifetime with proper care.

e Improved oral health: Dental implants help prevent bone loss
and preserve the structure of the jawbone, promoting overall

oral health.
Risks of dental implantation

While dental implantation is generally considered safe, there are
some potential risks associated with the procedure, including:

¢ Infection: Like any surgical procedure, dental implantation
carries a risk of infection. Patients should take care to
follow all post-operative instructions to minimize the risk of
infection.

* Nerve damage: In rare cases,dental implantation can
cause nerve damage those results in numbness or tingling in
the mouth and face.

* Implant failure: While dental implants are designed to last
for many years, there is a small risk of implant failure. This
can occur if the implant does not properly fuse with the
jawbone or if there is a problem with the abutment or
prosthetic tooth.

Dental implantation is a safe and effective solution for those
who have lost teeth due to injury, decay, or other reasons. The
average lifespan of a dental implant is anywhere from 10-30
years. This means that most likely, depending on your age when
you get an implant, it will last for the rest of your life. No other
tooth replacement option has the ability to last that long.
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